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SUBSTANTIATION: Traffic Analysis, Kunzman Associates; San Bernardino County 
Countywide Plan; 

a) No Impact. The project will not conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy 
addressing the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities. 

b) Less than Significant Impact. According to the Traffic Study prepared for the project, 
the existing plus project conditions at all of the study intersections are anticipated to 
operate at acceptable level of service (LOS) utilizing the existing and proposed 
intersection geometrics. 

c) Less Than Significant With Mitigation. The project will not substantially increase 
hazards due to a design feature or incompatible uses because the project site is 
adjacent to an established road that is accessed at points with good site distance. There 
are no incompatible uses proposed by the project that will impact surrounding land 
uses. Although no significant traffic impacts were identified, the Traffic Analysis 
prepared for the project recommended that a truck haul plan be prepared so as to 
minimize the impact of construction traffic. That requirement is identified in mitigation 
measure CIR- 1. 

d) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project will have complete access from 
fully-improved Harper Lake Road. The project will not result in inadequate access for 
emergency purposes. 

Mitigation Measure: 

CIR-1 - A truck haul plan shall be developed by the project developer and reviewed by the 
appropriate agencies to further minimize the impact of construction traffic. The truck haul plan 
should consider the following recommendations: 
• Limit any potential lane closures on Harper Lake Road to off-peak travel periods. 
• Schedule receipt of construction materials during non-peak travel periods, to the extent possible. 
• Coordinate deliveries to minimize loading and unloading time. 
• Adequately trained flaggers should be used at the project driveway to control heavy vehicle 
access to/from Harper Lake Road, as necessary. 
• Require the construction workers to park at a predetermined off-street parking area. 
• The project access driveways should be constructed in conformance with County of San 
Bernardino standards, including provisions for sight distance. 

Page 34 of 45 



Initial Study: Jazmin Solar Energy (PROJ-2019-00041) 
Apex Energy Solutions, LLC 
APN: 0496-051-10 
January 2021 

Issues 
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a) Would the Project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural 
resource, defined in Public Resources Code section 2107 4 as either a site, feature, place, 
cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the 
landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and 
that is: 

i) Listed or el igible for l isting in the California D IZI D D 
Register of Historical Resources, or in a local 

i i) 

register of historical resources as defined in 
Public Resources Code section 5020.1 (k), or 
A resource determined by the lead agency, in 
its discretion and supported by substantial 
evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria 
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources 
Code Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria 
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resource 
Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall 
consider the significance of the resource to a 
California Native American tribe? 

D D D 

SUBSTANTIA TION: Cultural Resources Inventory, ECORP Consulting, Inc. ; San 
Bernardino County Countywide Plan; Cultural Historical 
Resources Information System (CHRIS), South Central Coast 
Information Center, California State University, Fullerton 

Assembly Bill (AB) 52 took effect on July 1, 2015. AB 52 requires a lead agency to make best 
efforts to avoid, preserve, and protect tribal cultural resources. 
Conducting consultation early in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead agencies, 
and project proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, identify and address 
potential adverse impacts to tribal cultural resources, and reduce the potential for delay and 
conflict in the environmental review process. (See Public Resources Code section 21083.3.2.) 
Information may also be avai lable from the California Native American Heritage Commission's 
Sacred Lands File per Public Resources Code section 5097.96 and the California Historical 
Resources Information System administered by the Cal ifornia Office of Historic Preservation. 
Public Resources Code section 21082.3(c) also contains provisions specific to confidentiality. 
Prior to the release of the CEQA document for a project, AB 52 requires the lead agency to 
initiate consultation with a Cal ifornia Native American tribe that is traditionally and culturally 
affiliated with the geographic area of the proposed project if: (1) the California Native American 
tribe requested the lead agency, in writing, to be informed by the lead agency through formal 
notification of proposed project in the geographic area that is traditionally and through formal 
notification of proposed projects in the geographic area that is traditionally and culturally 
affiliated with the tribe, and (2) the California Native American tribe responds, in writing, within 
30 days of receipt of the formal notification, and requests the consultation. 
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Tribal consultation request letters were sent to the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians, 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians, Colorado River Indian Tribes, Serrano Nation of Mission 
Indians, and the Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians. The San Manuel tribe requested 
consultation. Consultation with the San Manuel Tribe is on-going. Language has been included 
as mitigation for the inadvertent discovery of tribal cultural resources. 

a) Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. The results of the search of the 
Sacred Lands File by the NAHC did not indicate the presence of any Native American 
cultural resources within one mile of the Project area. Adherence to mitigation 
measures TCR-1 and TCR-2 will reduce any impacts to tribal cultural resources to a 
less than significant level. 

b) Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. The project proponent shall consider 
the significance of any possible resource to a California Native American tribe. With 
required mitigation and/or monitoring requested by tribes with ancestral interest in the 
project area, the impact will be reduced to a less than significant level. 

Tribal comments received include protocol, and procedures in the event human remains or 
other cultural resources are discovered once the properties are sold and subsequently 
developed. These comments will be incorporated into the projects final conditions of approval. 
Mitigation Measures 
TCR- 1 :  The San Manuel Band of Mission Indians Cultural Resources Department (SMBMI) 

shall be contacted, as detailed in CR-1, of any pre-contact/contact-era/historic cultural 
resources discovered during project implementation, and be provided information 
regarding the nature of the find, so as to provide Tribal input with regards to significance 
and treatment. Should the find be deemed significant, as defined by CEQA (as 
amended, 2015), a cultural resources Monitoring and Treatment Plan shall be created 
by the archaeologist, in coordination with SMBMI, and all subsequent finds shall be 
subject to this Plan. This Plan shall allow for a monitor to be present that represents 
SMBMI for the remainder of the project, should SMBMI elect to place a monitor on-site. 

TCR-2: Any and all archaeological/cultural documents created as a part of the project (isolate 
records, site records, survey reports, testing reports, etc.) shall be supplied to the 
applicant and Lead Agency for dissemination to SMBMI. The Lead Agency and/or 
applicant shall, in good faith, consult with SMBMI throughout the life of the project. 

XIX. 

a) 
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c) 

d) 

e) 

foreseeable future development during 
normal, dry and multiple dry years? 

Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider which serves or may 
serve the Project that it has adequate 
capacity to serve the Project's projected 
demand in addition to the provider's existing 
commitments? 
Generate solid waste in excess of state or 
local standards, or in excess of the capacity 
of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair 
the attainment of solid waste reduction 
goals? 
Comply with federal, state, and local 
management and reduction statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? 

D D D 

D D D 

D D D 

SUBSTANTIA TION: County of San Bernardino Countywide Plan; Submitted Project 
Materials 

a) Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project does not exceed wastewater 
treatment requirements of the Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region, as 
determined by County Public Health - Environmental Health Services. 

b) Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project wil l  not require or result in the 
construction of new water or wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing 
facilities. The proposed project wil l  have sufficient water supplies available to serve the 
project from existing entitlements and resources. 
No Impact During construction, the project wil l  be served by portable toilets and wil l not 
generate wastewater. The project wil l  not generate wastewater during operation. 

d) Less Than Significant Impact. The project wil l  not generate solid waste in excess of 
state or local standards, or in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise 
impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals. 

e) Less than Significant Impact. This project fal ls within a County Franchise Area. If 
subscribing for the col lection and removal of construction and demolition waste from the 
project site, al l developers, contractors, and subcontractors shal l be required to receive 
services through the grantee holding a franchise agreement in the corresponding 
County Franchise Area (Burrtec-Empire Disposal). The developer shal l  provide 
adequate space and storage bins for both refuse and recycling materials. This 
requirement is to assist the County in compliance with the recycling requirements of 
Assembly Bil l (AB) 2176. A Construction Waste Management Plan wil l  be prepared in 
two parts to show adequate handling of waste materials; disposal, reuse, or recycling 
as required by the County Department of Public Works Solid Waste Management 
Department. 

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated and no mitigation 
measures are required. 
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xx. WILDFIRE: If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very 
high fire hazard severity zones, would the project: 

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other 
factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby 
expose project occupants to, pollutant 
concentrations from wildfire or the uncontrolled 
spread of a wildfire? 

c) Require the installation or maintenance of 
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water resources, power 
lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire 
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing 
impacts to the environment? 

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, 
including downslope or downstream flooding or 
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope 
instability, or drainage changes? 

D 
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D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

SUBSTANTIA TION: County of San Bernardino Countywide Plan; Submitted Project 
Materials 

a) No Impact. The proposed Project would not substantially impair an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan, there will be no impact. 

b) Less Than Significant Impact. All construction shall adhere to all applicable standards 
and requirements. Implementation of the proposed Project will not cause a significant 
impact due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, 
thereby exposing project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from wildfire or the 
uncontrolled spread of a wildfire. 

c) Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project will not require the installation or 
maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water 
resources, power lines or other utilities). The project is not expected to exacerbate fire 
risk that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment. 

d) Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project will not expose people or 
structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, 
as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes. 
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Issues 

XXI. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF 
SIGNIFICANCE: 

a) Does the project have the potential to 
substantially degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of 
a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, substantially reduce the number or 
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant 
or animal or eliminate important examples of 
the major periods of California history or 
prehistory? 

b) Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" 
means that the incremental effects of a project 
are considerable when viewed in connection 
with the effects of past projects, the effects of 
other current projects, and the effects of 
probable future projects)? 

c) Does the project have environmental effects, 
which would cause substantial adverse effects 
on human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

Potentially 
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D 

Less than 
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lnco orated 
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D 

Less than No 
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D D 

D 

D 

a) Less than Significant With Mitigation. The project will not conflict with local policies 
or ordinances related to biological resources. The project is not within an adopted 
Habitat Conservation Plan area. The project will implement required mitigation 
measures, as identified in Section IV of this document, so as not to have substantial 
adverse effects, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species identified 
as a candidate, sensitive or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

b) Less than Significant Impact. The project does not have impacts that are individually 
limited, but cumulatively considerable. The project will construct and install the services, 
infrastructure and utilities necessary to serve the project. 

c) Less than Significant Impact. The project will not have environmental effects that will 
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly, as there 
are no such impacts identified by the studies conducted for this project or identified by 
review of other sources or by other agencies. 
All potential impacts have been thoroughly evaluated and have been deemed to be 
neither individually significant nor cumulatively considerable in terms of any adverse 
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effects upon the region, the local community or its inhabitants. At a minimum, the project 
will be required to meet the conditions of approval for the project to be implemented. It 
is anticipated that all such conditions of approval will further insure that no potential for 
adverse impacts will be introduced by construction activities, initial or future land uses 
authorized by the project approval. 
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MITIGATION/MONITORING MEASURES: 
XXII. MITIGATION MEASURES 

(Any mitigation measures, which are not 'self-monitoring' shall have a Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program prepared and adopted at time of project approval. (Compliance monitoring 
will be verified by existing procedures for condition compliance) 

BIOLOGICAL MITIGATION MEASURES 

810-1 - Preconstruction Survey for Desert Kit Fox and American Badger: A preconstruction 
survey for desert kit fox and American badger is recommended. If possible, this survey can be 
conducted in conjunction with the preconstruction burrowing owl survey described below. The 
preconstruction survey for desert kit fox and American badger should be conducted between 30 
and 14 days prior to the beginning of ground disturbance and/or construction activities or any 
project activity likely to impact the species. Since there are no specific guidelines for desert kit 
fox or American badger, CDFW usually recommends that the survey follow the USFWS 
Standardized Recommendations for Protection of the Endangered San Joaquin Kit Fox Prior to 
or During Ground Disturbance (USFWS 2011 ). If either of these species and/or suitable dens for 
these species are identified on the project site during the clearance survey, and impacts to those 
features are unavoidable, the project should consult with CDFW, before proceeding to follow the 
USFWS guidelines for avoidance, exclusion, and/or passive relocation. 

810-2 - Preconstruction Surveys for Burrowing Owl: Preconstruction surveys for burrowing owl 
are recommended. The surveys should follow the methods described in the CDFW's Staff Report 
on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFW 2012). Two surveys should be conducted, with the first 
survey being scheduled between 30 and 14 days before initial ground disturbance (grading, 
grubbing, and/or construction), and the second survey being conducted no more than 24 hours 
prior to initial ground disturbance. If burrowing owls or occupied burrowing owl burrows are 
identified on the project site during the survey, the project should consult with CDFW and follow 
the methods listed in the CDFW's Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFW 2012) for 
avoidance and/or passive relocation. If burrowing owls are found to be present on site, then 
CDFW may require the preparation of a burrowing owl management plan, which typically includes 
project-specific details on burrowing owl exclusion methods, burrow site monitoring, burrow 
excavation, and/or creation of artificial burrows. 

810-3 - Preconstruction Nesting Bird Survey: If construction or other project activities are 
scheduled to occur during the bird breeding season (February 15 through August 31 ), a 
preconstruction nesting bird survey should be conducted by a qualified biologist. The survey will 
focus on detecting nesting birds protected by the MBTA, including but not limited to the 
loggerhead shrike, northern harrier, and LeConte's thrasher, on or immediately adjacent to the 
site. The survey should be completed no more than 3 days prior to initial ground disturbance. The 
nesting bird survey should include the project site and adjacent areas where project activities 
have the potential to cause nest failure. If an active nest is identified, a qualified biologist should 
establish an appropriately-sized no-work buffer around the nest using flagging or staking. 
Construction activities will need to be avoided within no-work buffer zones until the nest is deemed 
no longer active by the biologist. If project activities are scheduled during the nesting bird season, 
then this survey can be conducted concurrently with the 24-hour preconstruction survey for 
burrowing owl. 
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810-4 - Ongoing General Avoidance and Minimization Measures: The following general 
avoidance and minimization measures are required to further reduce impacts to special-status 
species present on the property or that have potential to occur on the property: 

• Confine all work activities to a pre-determined work area; 

• To prevent inadvertent entrapment of kit foxes or other animals during the construction phase 
of a project, all excavated, steep-walled holes or trenches more than 2 ft deep should be covered 
at the close of each working day by plywood or similar materials. If the trenches cannot be closed, 
one or more escape ramps constructed of earthen fill or wooden planks shall be installed. Before 
such holes or trenches are filled, they should be thoroughly inspected for trapped animals; 

• Kit foxes are attracted to den-like structures, such as pipes and may enter stored pipes, and 
become trapped or injured. To prevent kit fox use of these structures, all construction pipes, 
culverts, or similar structures with a diameter of 4-inches or greater should be capped while stored 
on site; 

• All food-related trash items such as wrappers, cans, bottles, and food scraps should be disposed 
of in securely closed containers and removed at least once a week from a construction or project 
site; 

• No pets, such as dogs or cats, should be permitted on the project site to prevent harassment, 
mortality of kit foxes, or destruction of dens; 

• Use of rodenticides and herbicides in project areas should be restricted. This is necessary to 
prevent primary or secondary poisoning of kit foxes and the depletion of prey populations on 
which they depend. All uses of such compounds should observe label and other restrictions 
mandated by the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, California Department of Food and 
Agriculture, and other State and Federal legislation, as well as additional project-related 
restrictions deemed necessary by the Service. If rodent control must be conducted, zinc 
phosphide should be used because of a proven lower risk to kit fox; 

• Establishing buffers and no work zones around active bird nests near the project work areas; 

• Requiring all project personnel to check underneath vehicles and equipment for wildlife prior to 
operation; and 

• Requiring that a biological monitor be present during vegetation removal activities and/or during 
certain activities conducted in the nesting bird season. 

CULTURAL MITIGATION MEASURES 

CUL-1 : In the event that archaeological materials are encountered during construction, all 
construction work should be halted and a qualified archaeologist consulted to determine the 
appropriate treatment of the discovery (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, 
Section 15064.5(f)). Work on the other portions of the project outside of the buffered area may 
continue during this assessment period. Additionally, the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians 
Cultural Resources Department (SMBMI) shall be contacted, as detailed within TCR-1 and TCR-
2 ,  regarding any pre-contact/contact-era/historic finds and be provided information after the 
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archaeologist makes his/her initial assessment of the nature of the find, so as to provide Tribal 
input with regards to significance and treatment. 
If significant cultural resources, as defined by CEQA (as amended, 2015), are discovered and 
avoidance cannot be ensured, the archaeologist shall develop a Monitoring and Treatment Plan, 
the drafts of which shall be provided to SMBMI for review and comment, as detailed within TCR-
1. The archaeologist shall monitor the remainder of the project and implement the Plan 
accordingly. 
Monitoring: Monitoring of earthmoving activities by a qualified archaeologist and/or tribal monitor 
(including initial grubbing and vegetation removal) is recommended to mitigate potential impacts 
to undocumented archaeological resources. 
CUL-2: In the event human remains are encountered, State Health and Safety Code Section 
7050.5 states that no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has made a 
determination of origin and disposition pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. The 
County Coroner must be notified of the find immediately. If the remains are determined to be 
Native American, the County Coroner will notify the NAHC, which will determine and notify an 
MLD. With the permission of the landowner or his/her authorized representative, the MLD may 
inspect the site of the discovery. The MLD shall complete the inspection within 48 hours of 
notification by the NAHC. The MLD will have the opportunity to offer recommendations for the 
disposition of the remains. 
Monitoring: Monitoring of earthmoving activities by a qualified archaeologist and/or tribal monitor 
(including initial grubbing and vegetation removal) is recommended to mitigate potential impacts 
to undiscovered human remains. 
CUL-3. In order to determine whether or not the proposed Project will impact historical 
resources, the two resources listed above (P36-023244 and JS-003) will need to be evaluated 
using CRHR eligibility criteria. Evaluation for these sites will likely require archival research, and 
an inventory of artifact types present. If either site is evaluated as eligible, it will be a Historical 
Resource, as defined by CEQA. If a Historical Resource cannot be avoided by solar farm 
construction, mitigation measures, likely consisting of data recovery, would be required. 

HYDROLOGY MITIGATION MEASURES 

HYD-1 . Construction Phase - Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the project proponent shall 
submit a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to be reviewed and approved by San 
Bernardino County. The SWPPP shall be designed to minimize runoff in accordance with the 
Construction General National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit, and shall specify 
best management practices to prevent all construction pollutants from contacting stormwater, 
with the intent of keeping sedimentation or any other pollutants from moving off-site and into 
receiving waters. The requirements of the SWPPP shall be incorporated into design specifications 
and construction contracts. Recommended BMPs for the construction phase may include the 
following: 

1. Stockpiling and disposing of demolition debris, concrete, and soil properly; 

2. Installation of a stabilized construction entrance/exit and stabilization of disturbed areas; 

3. Protecting existing natural drainage features and stabilizing disturbed areas; 
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4. Implementing erosion controls; 

5. Properly managing construction materials; and 

6. Managing waste, aggressively controlling litter, and implementing sediment controls. 

HYO -2. Grading Plan - Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the project proponent shall prepare 
a final grading plan to minimize the potential for changes, in on-site drainage patterns that result 
in increased erosion, sedimentation, or changes in drainage patterns off-site. The final grading 
plan shall include applicable drainage infrastructure, including facilities to manage stormwater on­
site. Stormwater management facilities, shall be sized appropriately so as to ensure that County 
standards for hydromodification and drainage are met. The grading plan shall be prepared in 
accordance with the San Bernardino Grading Code and approved by the County. 

TRANSPORTATION MITIGATION MEASURES 

CIR-1 - A truck haul plan shall be developed by the project developer and reviewed by the 
appropriate agencies to further minimize the impact of construction traffic. The truck haul plan 
should consider the following recommendations: 
• Limit any potential lane closures on Harper Lake Road to off-peak travel periods. 
• Schedule receipt of construction materials during non-peak travel periods, to the extent possible. 
• Coordinate deliveries to minimize loading and unloading time. 
• Adequately trained flaggers should be used at the project driveway to control heavy vehicle 
access to/from Harper Lake Road, as necessary. 
• Require the construction workers to park at a predetermined off-street parking area. 
• The project access driveways should be constructed in conformance with County of San 
Bernardino standards, including provisions for sight distance. 
TRIBAL CULTURAL MITIGATION MEASURES 

TCR-1 :  The San Manuel Band of Mission Indians Cultural Resources Department (SMBMI) shall 
be contacted, as detailed in CR-1, of any pre-contact/contact-era/historic cultural resources 
discovered during project implementation, and be provided information regarding the nature of 
the find, so as to provide Tribal input with regards to significance and treatment. Should the find 
be deemed significant, as defined by CEQA (as amended, 2015), a cultural resources Monitoring 
and Treatment Plan shall be created by the archaeologist, in coordination with SMBMI, and all 
subsequent finds shall be subject to this Plan. This Plan shall allow for a monitor to be present 
that represents SMBMI for the remainder of the project, should SMBMI elect to place a monitor 
on-site. 
TCR-2: Any and all archaeological/cultural documents created as a part of the project (isolate 
records, site records, survey reports, testing reports, etc.) shall be supplied to the applicant and 
Lead Agency for dissemination to SMBMI. The Lead Agency and/or applicant shall, in good faith, 
consult with SMBMI throughout the life of the project. 
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